15 February 1825. 




(Ireland.) 



A 

bill 

To amend certain Acts relating to Unlawful Societies 
in Ireland. 



W H? <£&<£#& by an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland, Preamll , e . 

in the thirty-third year of the reign of his late Majesty Irish Act, 
King George the Third, intituled, ;£ An Act to prevent the election declaring 
“ or appointment of Unlawful Assemblies, under pretence of prepar- S'ieswihwful. 
5 “ ing or presenting public Petitions or other Addresses to His 

“ Majesty or the Parliament,” all Assemblies, Committees or other 
Bodies of Men, elected constituted or appointed to represent, or assum- 
ing or exercising a Right or Authority to represent the People of 
Ireland \ or any number or description of the People of the same, or 
10 the People of any Province, County, City, Town, or other District 
within the same, under pretence of petitioning for, or in any other man- 
ner procuring an alteration of matters established by Law in Church or 
State, save and except the Knights Citizens and Burgesses elected to 
serve in Parliament, and the Houses of Convocation, duly summoned 
1 5 by the King’s writ, are declared and enacted to be Unlawful Assemblies ; 
and provision is thereby made for the dispersion of all such Un- 
lawful Assemblies, and for the punishment of persons acting or 
assisting in the election or appointment of such Assemblies : 

And whereas it has been found that Societies, Committees and other Evafion 
ao Bodies of Persons in Ireland, without any previous election or appoint- ere ° 
ment by the People, or by any number or description thereof, may be 
so constituted that the mischiefs intended to be provided against by 
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Every Society 
*>r other Body 
of Persons 
acting for 
redress of 
grievances in 
Church or 
State, renew- 
ing its Meet- 
ings for more 
than 

days, or 
collecting or 
receiving 
Money, 
declared Un- 
lawful. 



4 G. IV. c. 87 , 
declaring cer- 
tain Societies 
unlawful. 



Every Society 
composed of 
separate 
Branches 
or Divisions, 
or correspond- 
ing with any 
other Society, 
or excluding 
Persons of any 
Religion al- 
lowed by 
I-3W, or taking 



( 3 ) 

the said Act, may equally arise; and it is therefore expedient to extend 
tne Provisions contained in the said Act ; 

Bdtit tSrtefore dSllactth by The KIN G’s most Excellent Majpstt 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by , 
the authority of the same, THAT from and after 5 

ever. Society, Committee or other body of persons now established, 
or to be hereafter established in Ireland, assuming or in anv manneror by 
any means or contrivance, exercising the power of acting for the pur- 
pose of procuring the redress of grievances in church or state, or the alte- , 0 
ration of any matters b, law established in church or state, themembers 
or any number of the members whereof shall continue or renew the 
meetings or proceedings of such society committee or other body of 

■ P , erS0 " S ’ Whelher under the ■«. or any different name or names' by 
adjournment or otherwise, for a longer time than days from , , 

Us first meeting, or which shall appoint, authorize or employ any com- 
mrnee or other select body, or any president, secretary, delegate or 
er officer, to act for them or under their authority, unless such 
ppointment, authority or employment be limited to a period not ex- 
mh, a c from the first meeting of such society com- 20 

, .°r °‘ her body of persons, or to report to them after the expire- 

n of such period as aforesaid, or which shall appoint, authorise or 
employ any select bod, or bodies, or any treasurer collector or any 
person 0 r persons, levy or receive, or which shall receive when 
levied, any money or contributions from His Majesty’s subjects, or „ 
from any number or description of them, shall be deemed an Unlawful 5 
Assemblies” 1 C °" federac * and Meetings thereof Unlawful 

Hiff D I h « eaS ^ “ ACt PaSSed “ the fou, ' ,h y ear of tbe reign of 
His present Majesty, intiluied, “ An Act to amend and render more 

„ 5 “ Pr0 7 0DS ° f “ AC£ “ the “ ieth of his late 
“ Oarf S rf’/° rPretenUnStheadmin '' Sterin S and takin § Unlawful 
be Uffi t l- Certal " S ° CietieS ‘ herein dffiCribed ™ declared to 
aleffie eW Ld 0 " 1 T S Z a " d ™«is provisions 

extod Ih “ adereSpect,n 8 the sa “ : And whereas it is expedient to 35 
F t6nd tha f ,r “ ,,slons contained in the said Act; BE it therefore 35 
Enacted, That from and after 

every society, committee or other body of persons, which shall be com- 
p of different divisions or branches, or of different parts, acting in 
an, manner separate or distinct from each other, or of which any pat io 
shall have any separate or distinct president, secretary treasurer 4 ' 
de e g a,e or other officer, elected or appointed by or for such part or to 
act as an officer for such part ; and every society committee or oZ 

body 
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body of persons which shall communicate or correspond, or whose any lawful 
constitution shall contain any provisions for correspondence or com- timeorpSce 
niunication with any other society, committee or other body of persons, ^“required 
and every society, committee or other body of persons from which by Law.^ie- 
5 persons of any form of religious faith allowed or tolerated by law shall lawful, 
be excluded, and every society, committee or other body of persons, 
the members whereof are required to take any oath, or to make any 
declaration authorized or directed by any Act of Parliament, at any 
other place, or on any other occasion, or under any other circumstances 
l0 than as specified in such Actor Acts, and as required by law, shall be 
deemed an Unlawful Combination and Confederacy, and the Meetings 
thereof Unlawful Assemblies. 



And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and justices of 
for any Mayor Sheriff or Justice of the peace, and they arc hereby cammaT.d' 

! 5 respectively authorized empowered and required, within his and their to 

respective jurisdictions, to command all meetings hereinbefore declared disperse, 
to be Unlawful Assemblies, immediately to disperse ; and if any such 
meeting shall not thereupon immediately disperse, to apprehend all 
persons offending in that behalf, and to demand admission into any 
20 house outhouse or office, where they shall respectively have good reason 
to believe that such Unlawful Assembly shall be, and if refused, to 
enter by force. 



And be it further Enacted, That every person who after Punishment 

shall become a member of any society, “^in^Mem- 
25 committee or other body of persons, hereby declared to be an Unlawful 

Combination and Confederacy, or shall act as a member thereof, and Society, 
every person who after shall 

directly or indirectly maintain correspondence or intercourse therewith, 
or with any committee or other select body, president, treasurer, 

30 secretary, delegate or other officer or member thereof, as such ; or who 
shall, by contribution collection or receipt of money or otherwise, aid 
abet or support any such society, or any committee or other select body, 
or any officer or member thereof as such, shall be deemed guilty of 
and every person convicted of any such offence by 



35 



due course of law, shall and may be punished by 

as the Court before whom such offender shall be tried shall think fit. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That where any society, com- rroviso fbr^ 
mittee or other body of persons, not originally unlawful, shall afterwards Societies not 
become an Unlawful Combination and Confederacy within the meaning 
of this Act, by reason of any matter or thing done contrary to the 
provisions of this Act, no member thereof shall be deemed guilty of Act. 
such offence as aforesaid, or be subject to the penalties herein contained, 
unless he shall continue a member of such society, committee or other 
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... . body of persons, after his knowledge of such matter or thing done,' 

whereby such society, committee or other- body of persons shall have so 
become an Unlawful Combination and Confederacy as aforesaid. 

KK And be 11 f “ r,te Enacted ’ That if «ny person shall knowingly permit 

mitting Meet- fl ny meeting of auy society, committee or other body of persons hereby S 
E" deolared t0 be an Dclewfnl Combination and Confederacy, to be held 
m his or her house or apartment, such person shall for the first offence 
forfeit the sura of „„ , , „ , 

and shall for any 

such offence committed after the date of his or her conviction for such 
first offence, be deemed guilty of an Unlawful Combination and Con- to 
federacy, in breach of this Act. 

™d°'„"s,. Pr ° vided alwayS ’ ai,d be il Enacted . That nothing herein con- 
fSlt'"- 'T d • 1 ’ ail eXte " d ‘°' be Col,Straed t0 affe « any society formed 
charitable and actl ”g mere Iy for the purpose of religious worship, or for the due 
purposes, to. ordering thereof, according to any form allowed or tolerated by law - or 1 5 
to any society formed and acting merely for purposes of public or 
private chanty, science, agriculture, manufactures or commerce 



Not to affect 
right of 
Petitioning. 



Provided also, and be it Enacted, That nothing herein contained 
shall be deemed or construed in any manner to prevent or impede the 
undoubted right of His Majesty’s subjects to petition His Majesty or 
both Houses, or either House of Parliament, for the redress of any 
public or private grievance, or to prevent the appointment of any com- 
mittee for the sole purpose of preparing or forwarding any such petition • 
provided that such committee shall not exceed the number of 
pemons and shall not have power to appoint any other committee, 
and shall not have continuance by adjournment or otherwise, for any 
period exceeding days from th e time of such appointment^ 

and shall not collect or receive any money or contribution from any of 
Hu Majesty s subjects, other than such as may be necessary for the 
specific purposes of preparing and transmitting to the King, 0 r either 
House of Parliament, such petition as aforesaid. 
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Limitation 
of Actions 
against Jus- 
tices, &c. 



And be it further Enacted, That every prosecution action and suit which 
shall be brought or commenced against any Justice or Justices of the 
peace, constable, peace officer, or other person or persons, for any thins 
done oi- acted in pursuance of this Act, shall be commenced within 
calendar months next after the fact committed, and not afterwards ■ and 
the venue in every such action or suit shall be laid in the proper county 
where the fact was committed, and not elsewhere; and the defendant 
or defendants m every such suit or action, shall and may plead the 
general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in evidence at 
any trial to be had thereupon; and if such prosecution action or suit 
shall be brought or commenced after the time limited for bringing 

the 



35 



40 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 5 ) 

the same, or the venue shall be laid in any other place than as aforesaid 
then the jury shall find a verdict for the traverser or traversers, or 
defendant or defendants ; and in such case, or if the jury shall find a 
verdict for the defendant or defendants upon the merits, or if the 
5 plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuit, or discontinue his or their 
action after appearance, or if upon demurrer, judgment shall be given 
against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall have 
costs, which he or they shall and may recover, 
in such and in the same manner as any defendant can by law in other 
10 cases. 

And be it further Enacted, That this Act may be altered or amended Act may be 
by any Act or Acts to be passed in this present Session of Parlia- amended ‘ 
ment. 



And be it Enacted, That this Act shall commence and be of force 
, 5 from and after the expiration of days from and after 

the passing thereof, and not sooner ; and shall be and continue in force 
for from toe day of passing this Act, and until 

the End of the then next Session of Parliament. 



Continuance 
of Act. 
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